
THE YEAR  
1948  
IN SOVIET MUSIC

A. Gerasimov, The Bolshoi Theatre 1947



THE BACKGROUND 

Zhdanov and Stalin 





Sergo Ordzhonikidze (1886-1937) 



5 January 1948  Stalin attends The Great Friendship at the Bolshoi  

6 January Zhdanov has a meeting with the performers of the opera and plans major 
changes in the administration of culture  

10-13  January  a meeting with composers at the Party CC  

Dismissals and new appointments: Tikhon Khrennikov becomes the General Secretary of 
the Composers’ Union 

10 February publication of the actual Party Resolution on The Great Friendship







V.  ivanov sketch for a set of the Great Friendship







V.  Ivanov, sketch for The Great Friendship





REASONS FOR THE 1948 RESOLUTION  

The anti-Western ideological trend instigated by Stalin and Zhdanov after the War 

Zhdanov’s personal distaste for anything remotely modernist 

Zhdanov’s opportunism in using the moment for sidelining his rivals (such as the minister 
Khrapchenko) and establishing direct Party domination over culture, rather than through the 
mediation of state institutions  

The desire of certain previously overlooked composers for recognition and remuneration that 
had been concentrated for years in the hands of a narrow elite 

A sincere aesthetic dislike of modernism among composers of a more traditional bent 





OFFENDING WORKS  



KREMLIN BY NIGHT  

Nikolai Myaskovsky 

Viktor Govorkov 
Poster from 1940  



Tatiana Sharova; Conductor Gennady Rozhdestvensky 





SYMPHONY-POEM 

Aram Khachaturian   







Shostakovich, Prokofiev, Khachaturian, Shebalin, Popov, Myaskovsky

THE FORMALISTS







THE BENEFICIARIES 



Reinhold Glière 

Quartet No. 4   

(1943)  





Juozas Tallat-Kelpša 

  The Stalin Cantata  

(Poem by Salomėja Nėris) 



Balys Dvarionas, Violin Concerto, performed by Alexander Livont  





Nikolai Budashkin  

Russian Fantasy  

(1943)  





Boris Mokrousov   

Lyrical Song of Sormovo 





REPENTANCE AND COMEBACKS 

Prokofiev at the Congress of Soviet Composers, 1948 





Shostakovich at the Peace Conference in New York, March 1949   



A Hymn of People’s love, collective work, 1949 
Алексей Шовкуненко, Платон Белецкий, Игорь Резник. Гимн народной любви. 1950 



The Fall of Berlin (1949), final scene  





Shostakovich,  

Song of the Forests 

Yevgeni Svetlanov in Japan 





Prokofiev,  

On Guard for Peace 

Recording from 1950 (?) , images collated by  783nata and posted  on 2 March  2022





THE DESK DRAWER

Shostakovich, manuscript for the Anti-Formalist Rayok, a lampoon of the 1948 debacle



The Schoenberg Ensemble 

Octet (1950) 





STALIN’S DEATH 

A. Gerasimov, Stalin’s Funeral (1953)



CONCLUSIONS
investment in music as high art 

the concept of individual creator  

the agency of professional communities 

art belongs to the people  

the obscurity of textless music



I. ANDANTE GRAVE  II. MODERATO  III. ALLEGRO MA NON TROPPO

PROKOFIEV 
SONATA FOR CELLO AND PIANO  
IN C MAJOR, OP. 119  (1949)  

LAURA VAN DER HEIJDEN 
PETR LIMONOV


