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… It is well known 
that Vertue and Piety 

make but a slow 
Progress among them 
in the Methods that 
have hitherto been 
used to promote 

these Ends.



Cape Coast castle, where Philip 
Quaque ministered 1766-1816



As a Native … I flatter’d my self, they wou’d
give a more attentive heed to his Doctrines & 
Precepts. …
They seem to be a very Stoborn & stiffnecked
People, extreamly bigotted to their own 
Principals & Customs, which is the hardest 
thing in Nature for the most sagacious Man 
that ever lived to root out of them.

Philip Quaque, letter, 17 March 1767



[I] am much of Opinion than Something more 
than a Human effort must work that effectual 
Cure of their Bigottry and Superstition.

Philip Quaque, letter, 12 June 1780







Johann Gerhard 
(1582-1637), 
missionary 

sceptic





The Thirty Years’ War (1618-48) 
and its impact







Bartolomé de las Casas (c. 1494-1566), colonist, 
friar, bishop and defender of indigenous peoples













… mission or propagation?
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