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• Adult baptism made a universal 
church impossible

• … and opened up questions 
about many other established 
traditions



The German 
“Peasants’ War”, 

1524-5



The city of Münster in Westphalia



Münster 
Cathedral 

today, with the 
cages where 
the executed 
Anabaptists’ 
bodies were 

hanged









John Wyclif (d. 1384), 
founder (or at least 

inspirer) of the 
‘Lollards’



John Ball 
preaches to 

the 
rebellious 
peasants, 

1381







William 
Tyndale? 
(ed.), The 

examinacion of 
Master William 
Thorpe (1530)
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Perfectionist-mystical radicals

• The ‘Freewillers’ of the 1550s
• The Family of Love (‘Familists’)
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The 
Bagijnhof 
Chapel, 
Leiden: 

home of the 
English exile 
congregation
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Memorial to 
Anne 

Hutchinson 
(1591-1643) 
in Boston



Roger Williams, 
The Bloudy Tenent of 
Persecution (1644)



Three streams of English radicalism
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The ‘camping time’, 1549



The ‘Martin 
Marprelate’ 

tracts, 1588-9



















• Levellers
• Diggers
• Seekers
• Fifth Monarchists











A 
‘Collegiant’ 
meeting in 
Amsterdam



Baruch Spinoza 
(1632-77), friend of 

the Quakers and 
Collegiants
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