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‘The myth of the English Reformation is 
that it did not happen, or that it happened 
by accident rather than design, or that it 
was half- hearted and sought a middle way 
between Catholicism and Protestantism:
the point at issue is the identity of the 
Church of England.’







‘I minde not ... to bring 
in Papisticall or 

Anglican bishopping.’

James VI of Scots, 1598





I call the religion of England Anglianisme, 
because it among the rest hath no one 
especiall Authour, but is sette forth by the 
Prince, and Parliament.

Thomas Harrab, Tessaradelphus, or The foure brothers (1616)





‘… perpetually that the church 
of England be free …’







Cardinal 
Reginald Pole 

(1500-58):
‘Roma est mihi 

patria’



Act of Supremacy, 1534

‘The king … shall be taken, accepted and reputed the only supreme 
head in earth of the Church of England called Anglicana Ecclesia.’







The Coverdale 
Bible, 1535







The ‘Great 
Bible’, 1539













Martin Bucer 
(1491-1551), 
Protestant 
conciliator



Hermann von Wied, prince-archbishop of 
Cologne 1515-1546



Martin Bucer (1491-
1551), 

Regius Professor of 
Divinity at 

Cambridge 1549-51



John Proctor 
(1521-58), 

author of The 
Waie home to 

Christ and 
Truth (1554)



The arms of John 
Redman (1499-

1551), first master 
of Trinity College, 

Cambridge









Thomas Tallis (d. 1585) and William Byrd (d. 1623): 
Catholic composers for a Protestant church



Lancelot Andrewes 
(1555-1626), dean of 
Westminster 1601-5, 
bishop of Winchester 

1619-26



Richard Bancroft (1544-
1610), archbishop of 
Canterbury 1604-10: 
claimed (1589) that 

bishops’ authority was de 
iure divino, from the law 

of God



Richard Hooker 
(1554-1600): the 

Laws of the 
Ecclesiastical Polity

(1594-)



William Perkins 
(1558-1602), 
defender and 
explainer of 

predestination



The Synod of Dordt, 1618-19



Richard Montagu’s 
A New Gagg for an 
Old Goose (1624)





The throne of St 
Augustine of Canterbury



King Charles I 
(r. 1625-49)











The (short-lived) 
Scottish Prayer 
Book of 1637







‘This most holy 
Religion of the 

Anglican Church … 
we will endeavour 

to Our utmost 
power, and last 

period of our life, 
to keep entire and 

inviolable.’





This Anglican, or rather ancient British Church,
being one of those, which by its foundation … 
is ... subordinate to no foreign Patriarch …

Henry Hammond, A letter of resolution to six quaeres, of present 
use in the Church of England (1652)





The throne of St 
Augustine of Canterbury
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