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Pope Innocent III 
(1198-1216)





We declare, we proclaim, we define 
that it is absolutely necessary for 
salvation that every human creature be 
subject to the Roman Pontiff.

Boniface VIII, Unam Sanctam (1302)



The Great 
(or Western) 

Schism, 
1378-1417









James V, king of 
Scots (1513-42): 
loyal Catholicism 

as protection 
racket







Charles V, Holy Roman 
Emperor (reigned 1519-56)









Sir Thomas More 
(resigned as Lord 
Chancellor, 1532)





Act of Supremacy, 1534

‘The king … shall be taken, accepted and reputed the only supreme 
head in earth of the Church of England called Anglicana Ecclesia.’



Henry VIII as 
King David: 

an illustration 
from his 

private psalter



Elizabeth I,
Supreme Governor of the 

Church of England





Queen 
Elizabeth I’s 
accession day 

service 
(1577 edition)



A wise prince is a 
mighty rare bird, 
and an upright 
prince even rarer. 
They are generally 
the biggest fools or 
the worst 
scoundrels on 
earth.

Martin Luther, On 
Temporal Power (1523)









Act of Supremacy, 1534

‘The king … shall be taken, accepted and reputed the only supreme 
head in earth of the Church of England called Anglicana Ecclesia.’





Richard Hooker 
(1554-1600), 
author of the 

Laws of 
Ecclesiastical Polity















The wolves of the world be so 
greedy, that hardly any thing 
shall be well bestowed. … Our 
forefathers who bestowed so 
plentifully  … thought little that 
the greediness of a few should 
devour their godly liberality. … 
Our Posterity will wonder at us. 

Richard Cox, 1546
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